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Singapore’s Winning Ways 
 
Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
The Morning Bulletin’s Girls Weekend Away Competition has reminded me of the 
time I once had my name pulled out of a travel competition twice, yes twice! Each 
prize was for two return adult airfares from Brisbane to Singapore! Needless to say 
the three women friends I asked to come to Singapore with me, all did. We had a 
fabulous time mainly due to Singapore being such a terrific place to take a holiday, 
short break or stopover.  
 
Singapore is less than 1000 square kilometres. Within this space the country has 
developed its unique identity, which has been heavily influenced by Chinese, Indians, 
Malaysians and the British.  The four official languages in Singapore are Tamil, 
Mandarin, Malay and English. Most people spoke English and we found it easy to get 
around.  
 
I enjoyed Chinatown with its restaurants, teahouses, mahjong clubs and chic bars and 
cafes in the renovated pre-war shops. In the evening this area really comes alive with 
hawker markets. I had the best chilli crab I have ever eaten in Chinatown along with 
the tastiest oysters, fish and squid.   
 
Little India revealed some great curry meals, including a tasty fish head curry. Don’t 
miss trying the ginger tea. Do miss passing through Little India on rickshaws or tours. 
It is well worth exploring on foot. I enjoyed meandering through the gold and sari 
shops and stalls with trinkets, incense, henna and every style and colour bangle 
possible. 
 
The weather is generally warm with temperatures ranging between 23 and 31c all 
year. It was the humidity that bothered us some days. On one such day we headed to 
Sentosa Island and on another day, the famous Raffles Hotel.  
 
Sipping a Singapore Sling or an iced tea in the Long Bar at the Raffles Hotel is not to 
be missed! The Raffles Hotel dates back to 1888. It was originally only a 10room 
hotel but over the past 100 years the hotel has been added to numerous times. I 
thought it a beautiful example of colonial architecture and could imagine aristocrats, 
writers, movie stars and these days, politicians and tourists lounging around and 
staying at the hotel. As I sat sipping my drink in a large comfy antique cane chair, 
under the large plantation fans, I didn’t feel anything less than a special guest too!  
 
What I couldn’t believe, was how positive the people and the government initiatives 
seemed to be, it was hard not to notice. Singapore has one of the best rail systems in 
the world, some of the most impressive infrastructure, it is incredibly clean and the 
service industry knows what service means. 
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While two of my women friends were looking forward to the ‘bliss’ of not worrying 
about kids on their first ever, childless holiday, by the last day they were wondering 
what their kids were doing and missing them.  
 
You can bet we’ll be entering the Bully’s Girls Weekend Away Competition and 
wondering can one of us be so lucky again? 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
                 
